Assessment Without Levels
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Rationale
•

The current Government has decided, following much consultation, to remove the
use of levels following the introduction of the new National Curriculum.

•

“Too often levels became viewed as thresholds and teaching became focused on
getting pupils across the next threshold instead of ensuring they were secure in
the knowledge and understanding defined in the programmes of study”
(Final Report of the Commission on Assessment Without Levels)

•

Depth and breadth were neglected in favour of pace, leading to serious gaps in
learning.

•

Levels cannot continue to be used as the content of the new National Curriculum
does not match the old level descriptors.

•

The Government has given schools complete control over what system they use
for assessment.

Types of Assessment
• In-school formative assessment – teachers can now
focus on how well children can apply skills rather than
how many skills they can acquire.
• In-school summative assessment – teachers will look at
children’s depth of understanding in relation to age
related expectations against learning statement
including KPI’s. Testing throughout the year for
moderation purposes.
• Nationally standardised summative – end of key stage

In-School Formative Assessment
This is mainly for the teacher, parents and child
•
•
•
•
•
•

Questions and answers during class
Verbal feedback and discussions
Marking the pupil’s work
Observational assessment
Regular short recap quizzes
Scanning for pupil attainment and development

The purpose is to identify children’s strengths and weaknesses
and next steps in learning. Informs planning and the Tracker.

In-School Summative Assessment
• Use of short tests can be used to assess the ability of
children to be able apply the skills they have learnt.
• The summative assessment is based on a full range of
evidence also including work in books, verbal
contributions to lessons, observations. It will not just
be based on a test score.
This provides school leaders with information which can
be used to target support and monitor the progress
against learning statements of all groups within the
school.

Nationally Standardised Summative
Assessment
• National Curriculum tests at the end of Key Stage 2 –
GPS, Reading, Maths (Writing is teacher assessed)
• National Curriculum teacher assessments at the end of
Key Stage 1
Children will be assessed against age related expectations
on a sliding scale with 100 being ‘age related’.
The purpose is to inform parents and outside agencies
about the performance of a school.

Outcomes for Pupils
• We will look at how pupils are making
progress towards meeting or exceeding
expectations for their age.
• Pupils, including the most able, do work that
deepens their knowledge, understanding and
skills rather that simply doing work of the
same difficulty or going on to study a different
content (Gold Level)

Expectations for Pupils
• Pupils will be assessed against the expectations
for their age group (learning statements).
• Where children are not yet working at age related
expectations, teachers will differentiate
accordingly as they have always done. This may
include working on objectives from an earlier
year.
• Children are expected to deepen their knowledge
and apply the objectives for their age in a wider
range of contexts.

Our Terminology of Assessment
There will be four terms used to describe where a child is working at
within their age related expectations.
Beginning – just starting to grasp concepts, support is needed.
Working within – within the lesson children are able to complete tasks
based on the concepts independently.

Secure– in other contexts, in a lesson after the concepts are taught,
the skills are used independently.
S+ (Breadth and depth level) – a child shows the ability to use and
apply a full range of skills in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
Independence, perseverance and problem solving.

Final Thoughts
• The main purpose of our assessment process is to
decide what a child can do and what they need to
be able to do next.
• We want children to be able to apply a full range of
age related skills in a wide range of contexts.

•

The Final Report of the Commission on Assessment Without Levels is available on our
websites. Please contact us if you have any questions.

